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i. ARES IN THE BRAZEN Pox1
HOMER (E. 385 sgq.) says that Otus and Ephialtes shut up
Ares for thirteen months in a brazen pot, from which he was
released by Hermes. " The traditional explanation ", says
Mr. Leaf on this passage, " makes them a personification
of the triumph of agricultural pursuits ('AXcoeu? from aXo)?;)
over warlike passions," and he quotes from Schol. D on !X
308 a statement that Otus and Ephialtes put an end to war
and made men live at peace. On this view the Aloidae shut
up the war-god in a pot to hinder him from going about
and stirring up strife, just as some New Guinea people shut
up the god of rain, thunder, and lightning, and keep him a
close prisoner in a sacred house when they wish to have
fine weather for a feast; after the feast he is let out and
may go and rain, thunder, and lighten as much as he likes.
See Chalmers and Gill, Work and Adventure in New Guinea,
p. 152. A different explanation is suggested by a custom of
the Alfoors of Halmahera, a large island west of New Guinea.
Some of these people think that the war-god lives in the forest
or on a tall tree, and when they are going to war they inveigle
him into a basket, shut him up, and carry him with them in
the basket to battle. On their return, the basket, gay with
flowers, is welcomed with demonstrations of joy, but the god
is not let out of it till he has given his word of honour that
he will stand by the people in their next war. See Tijdschrift
voor Indische Taal-, land- en volkenkunde, dl. xxvii. p. 447
sq.; also Bijdragen tot de Taal-, land- en volkenkunde van
1 Reprinted from The Classical Review, vol. ii. No. 7 (July 1888), p. 222.